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ASGE BREAK
KS GROUN
ND ON ITS NEW STA
ATE-OF-THE-ART GI T
TRAINING
CENTE
ER AND WO
ORLD HEA
ADQUARTE
ERS
OAK BR
ROOK, Ill. – May 1, 20
012 – The American
A
Sociiety for Gastroointestinal Enndoscopy (AS
SGE)
broke ground on its new
w ASGE Insttitute for Train
ning and Tecchnology (IT&
&T) in Downeers Grove, Illlinois,
in a cerem
mony held on April 27. Thee new $20 miillion 42,000 ssquare foot sttate-of-the-artt gastrointestiinal
endoscopy
y training cen
nter and ASGE world head
dquarters will use cutting-eedge technoloogies to fosterr the
developm
ment, training and adoption of new techn
niques in ordeer to improve physician performance annd
advance patient
p
care. The
T new IT&T
T will open August
A
2013.
w officially mark
m
the begiinning of consstruction of thhe new ASGE
E Institute forr Training andd
“Today, we
Technolog
gy and we reaaffirm the ideeals for which
h this buildingg will stand. A decade agoo, ASGE
leadership
p decided to become
b
a stan
nd-alone organ
nization and m
move its headdquarters to C
Chicago,” saidd
Gregory G.
G Ginsberg, MD,
M FASGE, president, American
A
Sociiety for Gastrrointestinal Enndoscopy,
speaking at the ground
dbreaking cereemony. “Ten
n years later, A
ASGE has alm
most doubled its membershhip,
now repreesenting moree than 12,000 GI profession
nals from all over the worlld. Most impoortantly, the
ASGE leaadership has been
b
faithful to
t its mission ‘to be the leaader in advanncing patient ccare and digesstive
health by promoting ex
xcellence and
d innovation in
n endoscopy. ’”
In attendaance at the eveent with Dr. Ginsberg
G
were Thomas M.. Deas Jr., MD
D, FASGE, A
ASGE presideentelect; Chrristopher J. Go
ostout, MD, FASGE
F
and John
J
L. Petrinni, MD, FASG
GE, ASGE IT
T&T Campaiggn cochairs; Lo
ovetta J. Spen
ncer, vice pressident, RBS Citizens/Chart
C
ter One Bankk; Sean Durkinn, Downers G
Grove
Village Commissioner; Dave Fieldm
man, Downerss Grove Villaage Manager; Michael Casssa, Downers
onomic Deveelopment Corp
poration; seveeral corporatee sponsors off the IT&T Caapital Campaiign;
Grove Eco
other reprresentatives frrom the Villag
ge of Downerrs Grove; andd ASGE boardd members annd staff.

Just priorr to the grou
undbreaking ceremony, th
he ASGE IT
T&T Capital Campaign eexceeded its
$6 millio
on fundraisin
ng goal, fourr months aheead of scheduule.

Dr. Ginsberg continued, “Chris Gostout had a vision to create the first ASGE hands-on laboratory and
Chris and John and Maryella Petrini and Tom and Deborah Deas began our capital campaign with a very
generous personal gift that motivated other ASGE leaders and our corporate partners to believe in this
vision and help make this day possible. Today, we thank our corporate partners for supporting this vision
and for joining with the ASGE leaders and members to make this new IT&T a reality; we recognize our
banking partners, RBS Citizens/Charter One Bank; and to the state of Illinois and the Village of Downers
Grove, ASGE has come home.”
ASGE has been providing learning opportunities at its current Institute for Training and Technology (IT
&T) in Oak Brook, Ill. The new facility will be situated on a 3.5-acre plot in Chicago’s Downers Grove
suburb, close to both O’Hare and Midway airports, and will serve as the global home of endoscopy,
offering a full range of medical training and continuing medical education (CME).
The new facility will offer:











State-of-the-art laboratory facilities that will house up to 16 hands-on stations to provide training
simulations using the latest equipment and technologies in endoscopy; built-in flexibility to
accommodate equipment and models for hands-on training and simulation in other specialties
Advanced training models and simulators
A 100-seat auditorium with an audience-response system
In-house real-time DVD recording of courses and rapid duplication capabilities
Additional conference space and breakout rooms
The capability to broadcast and receive live transmissions anywhere in the world, including
endoscopic instruction and demonstration of techniques as well as didactic lectures on research
and educational findings
The potential to provide real-time or recorded access online to IT&T hands-on and didactic
courses via video streaming technology
The ability for domestic and international faculty to participate in courses on site or via satellite to
teach cutting-edge techniques live to anyone, anywhere in the world
A resource for international members to extend training while in the U.S. attending Digestive
Disease Week® or other meetings, allowing them to learn and practice techniques that are not
standard in their regions of the world
Rentable lab, auditorium, banquet and conference rooms
o The facility is designed to accommodate training by many medical specialties and is
available for use by other organizations interested in renting space

ASGE IT&T Capital Campaign
ASGE’s IT&T Capital Campaign is a fundraising project through the ASGE Foundation to construct the
new facility that will provide cutting-edge technology and training capabilities to significantly optimize
current educational opportunities. ASGE and the ASGE Foundation promote ongoing research in
gastrointestinal endoscopy and its applications to disease management and prevention to ultimately
improve the quality of endoscopy delivered to patients. The ASGE Foundation also funds programs
designed to improve physician training and foster career development as well as supports important
educational initiatives aimed at explaining the role of endoscopy in digestive health to the public. The
IT&T Capital Campaign has raised funds from ASGE members and corporate partners, and as of April
2012, the campaign has surpassed its $6 million goal with four months left before the campaign is
completed.

To learn more about the IT&T Capital Campaign and to take a virtual tour of the new facility, visit
www.asge.org/ITTCampaign.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Photos available upon request.
###
About the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
Since its founding in 1941, the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE) has been
dedicated to advancing patient care and digestive health by promoting excellence and innovation in
gastrointestinal endoscopy. ASGE, with more than 12,000 members worldwide, promotes the highest
standards for endoscopic training and practice, fosters endoscopic research, recognizes distinguished
contributions to endoscopy, and is the foremost resource for endoscopic education. Visit www.asge.org
and www.screen4coloncancer.org for more information and to find a qualified doctor in your area.
About Endoscopy
Endoscopy is performed by specially-trained physicians called endoscopists using the most current
technology to diagnose and treat diseases of the gastrointestinal tract. Using flexible, thin tubes called
endoscopes, endoscopists are able to access the human digestive tract without incisions via natural
orifices. Endoscopes are designed with high-intensity lighting and fitted with precision devices that
allow viewing and treatment of the gastrointestinal system.

