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Dear Donors to the ASGE Foundation:

Thank you! 

On behalf of ASGE, I want to personally express our gratitude to every member, Circle 
of Light Society donor, Corporate Partner, grateful patient and friend of the ASGE who 
so generously supported the ASGE Foundation in 2015.  

This annual report offers a look at all that you helped ASGE achieve in 2015. In these 
pages, you will also read personal sentiments shared by ASGE members who were 
directly impacted by your donations. Thanks to your support, these members report 
remarkable progress and achievements in education, research and public outreach that 
help make ASGE members better endoscopists and improve gastrointestinal care for 
countless patients.  

Thanks to your recent gifts, in 2015, thousands of physicians worldwide participated 
in ASGE’s endoscopic education and hands-on training programs; millions of people 
heard our important message that colorectal cancer screening saves lives; and several 
clinical research studies are underway to explore important, yet unanswered patient 
care questions in GI endoscopy. 

Building on our success, the Foundation recently launched the Beyond Our Walls 
Campaign. In the coming months, you’ll hear more about this exciting initiative to 
move beyond the walls of the ASGE Institute for Training and Technology by delivering 
visionary and innovative clinical education and practice improvement resources to meet 
the needs of members.

The future of GI endoscopy is bright. Your contributions make these achievements 
possible! Thank you for your continued support of the ASGE Foundation. 

With gratitude, 

John L. Petrini, MD, FASGE 
ASGE Foundation Chair

ASGE Foundation Chair 
John L. Petrini, MD, FASGE

Mission Statement
The ASGE Foundation is the 
philanthropic arm of the American 
Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 
(ASGE). Its mission is to provide 
long-term financial support for 
ASGE by raising funds and building 
endowments through charitable 
gifts and contributions. Through this 
support, the ASGE Foundation helps the 
Society pursue its mission to advance 
patient care and digestive health by 
promoting excellence and innovation in 
gastrointestinal endoscopy.

With financial support from the ASGE 
Foundation, ASGE’s efforts have 
improved the quality of digestive care 
provided for patients and enhanced our 
members’ practices.
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Thank you to our 
generous donors!
ASGE graciously acknowledges the members, 
companies, and foundations who generously 
support ASGE’s mission to advance patient care 
and digestive health by promoting excellence 
and innovation in gastrointestinal endoscopy 
with their annual gifts to the ASGE Foundation. 

Contributions from our generous donors help 
to underwrite many ASGE education, research 
and public outreach initiatives that help make 
endoscopists better and touch the lives of 
countless patients. 

ASGE Foundation Contributors

2015 Corporate Partners Program

Platinum

Silver
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Annual Fund Donors
The following contributions to the ASGE 
Foundation were received between January 1 and 
December 31, 2015.

Corporate/ Foundation Donors

$100,000 to $499,999 
Boston Scientific Corporation

FUJIFILM Medical Systems USA, Inc.

Olympus Corporation of the Americas

PENTAX Medical Company

$10,000 to $99,999 
Actavis

Cook Medical

Ironwood Pharmaceuticals

Maxine and Jack Zarrow Family Foundation

Shire U.S. Inc.

The William K. Warren Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals, LP

ERBE USA, Inc.

Covidien

Indiana University School of Medicine

US Endoscopy

$1,000 to $4,999
Bracco Diagnostics, Inc.

California Pacific Medical Center

EndoChoice, Inc.

EndoGastric Solutions

New York Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy

Individual Donors

$1,000 to $4,999
Barham Abu Dayyeh, MD, MPH

Banke Agarwal, MD, FASGE**

Mohammad A. Al-Haddad, MD, FASGE*

Sharmila Anandasabapathy, MD, FASGE

Michelle A. Anderson, MD, MSc, FASGE

Joseph R. Armengol-Miro, MD*

Dale R. Bachwich, MD*

John and Alison Baillie**

Subhas Banerjee, MD, FASGE

Todd H. Baron Sr., MD, FASGE

Catherine R. Bartholomew, MD, FASGE

Kevin M. Behrle, MD, FASGE

Edward S. Bentley, MD*

Richard Berk*

David J. Bjorkman, MD, MSPH, SM, FASGE**

Patricia V. Blake, FASAE, CAE**

Brian P. Bosworth, MD, FASGE*

Brian C. Brauer, MD, FASGE*

David L. Carr-Locke, MD, FRCP, FASGE

Brenna W. Casey, MD, FASGE

Maurice A. Cerulli, MD, FASGE*

Jennifer Christie, MD, FASGE

Timothy J. Cornnell, MD, FASGE

Robert F. Crochelt Jr., MD**

Tom Deas Jr., MD, MMM, FASGE**

Barry DeGregorio, MD

John M. DeWitt, MD, FASGE*

James A. DiSario, MD, FASGE**

John A. Dumot, DO, FASGE

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Dye*

Dayna S. Early, MD, FASGE

Marc A. Edelstein, MD, FASGE

Steven A. Edmundowicz, MD, FASGE**

Glenn M. Eisen, MD, MPH, FASGE

Sameh El-Essawy, MD

Grace H. Elta, MD, FASGE**

Douglas O. Faigel, MD, FASGE**

Gary W. Falk, MD, MS, FASGE**

Ashley L. Faulx, MD, FASGE

M. Brian Fennerty, MD, FASGE**

Laurel R. Fisher, MD, FASGE*

David E. Fleischer, MD, FASGE*

Lawrence S. Friedman, MD, FASGE**

Norio Fukami, MD, FASGE*

Robert A. Ganz, MD, FASGE**

Joseph and Nancy Geenen

Patrick D. Gerstenberger, MD, FASGE

Kevin Ghassemi, MD

Gregory G. Ginsberg, MD, FASGE**

Ferga Gleeson, MD, FASGE*

Adam J. Goodman, MD, FASGE

Deepak V. Gopal, MD, FASGE*

Christopher J. Gostout, MD, FASGE**

David A. Greenwald, MD, FASGE*

Nalini Guda, MD, FASGE

Moises Guelrud, MD, FASGE

Lyndon V. Hernandez, MD, MPH, FASGE*

Douglas A. Howell, MD, FASGE*

Ronald K. Hsu, MD, FASGE

Gordon C. Hunt, MD, FASGE*

Gerard A. Isenberg, MD, MBA, FASGE

Prasad Iyer, MD, MS, FASGE

Brian C. Jacobson, MD, MPH, FASGE*

Eileen M. Janec, MD

Sreenivas S. Jonnalagadda, MD, FASGE

Charles Kahi, MD, FASGE

Tonya R. Kaltenbach, MD, MS, FASGE*

Franklin and Esther Kasmin

Ioannis Katsogridakis, MD*

Rajesh N. Keswani, MD*

Michael B. Kimmey, MD, FASGE**

Jason B. Klapman, MD, FASGE

Jeffrey Klingenstein, MD*

Vani Konda, MD, FASGE

Dick and Linda Kozarek**

Rabi Kundu, MD

Fern C. Lazar

Glen A. Lehman, MD, FASGE**

Michael J. Levy, MD*

David R. Lichtenstein, MD, FASGE

David A. Lieberman, MD, FASGE**

Simon K. Lo, MD**

Arnold J. Markowitz, MD, FASGE

John A. Martin, MD, FASGE

Kenneth R. McQuaid, MD, FASGE*

Mick S. Meiselman, MD, FASGE*

Klaus Mergener, MD, FASGE**

Girish Mishra, MD, MSc, FASGE

Klaus E. Monkemuller, MD, PhD, FASGE

V. Raman Muthusamy, MD, FASGE*

Keith Obstein, MD, MPH

Mohamed Othman, MD

Joel F. Panish, MD, FASGE*

Navin Paul, MD

Marcos C. Pedrosa, MD, MPH, FASGE

Bret T. Petersen, MD, FASGE**

John L. Petrini, MD, FASGE**

Cyrus R. Piraka, MD, FASGE

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Ponsky**

Thomas Pulliam, MD

Patrick G. Quinn, MD, FASGE*

Gottumukkala S. Raju, MD, FASGE*

Douglas K. Rex, MD, FASGE*

Betsy A. Rodriguez, MD, FASGE

Jason N. Rogart, MD, FASGE

Andrew S. Ross, MD, FASGE

Dr. and Mrs. Bennett Roth**

John R. Saltzman, MD, FASGE*

Thomas J. Savides, MD, FASGE*

Ellen J. Scherl, MD*

Colleen M. Schmitt, MD, MHS, FASGE*

David Schwartz, MD

Brian J. Schwender, MD*

Vanessa M. Shami, MD, FASGE

Amandeep K. Shergill, MD

Uzma D. Siddiqui, MD, FASGE*

Dr. Jerry and Mrs. Beverly Siegel**

Stavros N. Stavropoulos, MD, FASGE

Lisa L. Strate, MD, MPH

Carey B. Strom, MD, FASGE*

Hisao Tajiri, MD*

Marc K. Taormina, MD, FASGE

Dr. and Mrs. Francis J. Tedesco**

ASGE Foundation Contributors
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William M. Tierney, MD, FASGE*

Jeffrey L. Tokar, MD, FASGE

Jacques Van Dam, MD, PhD, FASGE

Shyam Varadarajulu, MD

John J. Vargo II, MD, MPH, FASGE**

Joseph J. Vicari, MD, MBA, FASGE*

Mihir S. Wagh, MD, FASGE

Michael B. Wallace, MD, MPH, FASGE*

Andrew Y. Wang, MD, FASGE*

Kenneth K. Wang, MD, FASGE**

Rabindra R. Watson, MD

Field F. Willingham, MD, MPH

Timothy Wilmott

Richard C. K. Wong, MD, FASGE*

Roy K. Wong, MD, FASGE

Karen L. Woods, MD, FASGE*

Kevin E. Woods, MD, MPH

Patrick Yachimski, MD, MPH, FASGE*

Robert J. Zollars

Marc J. Zuckerman, MD, FASGE

*Circle of Light Society contributors for five 
or more consecutive years.

**Circle of Light Society contributors for ten 
or more consecutive years.

$500-$999
Charles A. Accurso, MD

John P. Affronti, MD, FASGE

Augustin R. Attwell, MD, FASGE

Michael D. Bender, MD

Brian R. Boulay, MD, MPH

Amitabh Chak, MD, FASGE

Dennis Y. Chan, MD

Frank J. Chapman, MBA

Gregory A. Cote, MD, MS

Kathryn A. Dattomo 

Alvaro D. Davila, MD

Raquel E. Davila, MD, FASGE

Brian R. Davis, MD, FASGE

Frank W. Faris, MD

Ian M. Gralnek, MD, MSHS, FASGE

Seth A. Gross, MD, FASGE

Shayan S. Irani, MD, FASGE

Dennis M. Jensen, MD

Michel Kahaleh, MD, FASGE

Devendra S. Kahlon, MD

Richard S. Kwon, MD

Robert D. Lafsky, MD

Linda S. Lee, MD

Herbert Lerner, MD

Barrett G. Levesque, MD

J. Shawn Mallery, MD

John A. Martin, MD, FASGE

Koji Matsuda, MD, PhD

Robert M. Molloy Jr., MD

Marc D. New, MD

Patrick I. Okolo III, MD, MPH, FASGE

Patrick R. Pfau, MD

Heiko Pohl, MD

David H. Robbins, MD, FASGE

Anil K. Rustgi, MD

Stefan Seewald, MD, FASGE

Janak N. Shah, MD, FASGE

Virender K. Sharma, MD, FASGE

Raymond Tobias, MD

Claudio R. Tombazzi, MD

Brian R. Weston, MD, FASGE

Sidney J. Winawer, MD, FASGE

$250 to $499 
Kenneth W. Adams, DO

William Alvarez, MD

Akihiro Araki, MD

Harry R. Aslanian, MD, FASGE

Paul M. Basuk, MD

Michelle C. Beilstein, MD

Motilal A. Bhatia, MD

Daniel L. Biery, DO, FASGE

H. Worth Boyce Jr., MD, FASGE

Audrey Calderwood, MD, FASGE

Kenneth J. Chang, MD, FASGE

Ravi S. Chittajallu, MD

Ramon E. Colina, MD

Dia T. Copeland, MD

Walter J. Coyle, MD, FASGE

Marcia R. Cruz-Correa, MD, PhD, FASGE

Thomas V. Davis, DO

Viju P. Deenadayalu, MD

Vinay K. Dhir, MD, FASGE

Brian J. Dunkin, MD

Abram M. Eisenstein, MD

Fabian A. Emura, MD, PhD, FASGE

Brintha K. Enestvedt, MD, MBA

Harold Frankl, MD

Tamas A. Gonda, MD

Peter H.R. Green, MD

Martin L. Greene, MD, FASGE

Clark A. Harrison, MD

Mari Hayashida 

Sanjay R. Hegde, MD

Jonathan Hoare, MBBS, PhD

Christopher Holden 

John R. Jones, MD

Jennifer Jorgensen, MD

Arthur J. Kaffes, BSc, MBBS

Kentaro Kamada, MD 

Shinichi Katsuki, MD, PhD

Inessa Khaykis, MD, FASGE

Christopher JL Khor, MD, FASGE

Shin Kono, MD 

Ann M. Kools, MD

Philip M. Koszyk, MD

Nathaniel R. Krogel, DO

Karl K. Kwok, MD

Luis F. Lara, MD

Joanna Law, MD

Anne Marie Lennon, MD, PhD, FASGE

Harriet Lester, MD

Blair S. Lewis, MD, FASGE

Rosario J. Ligresti, MD, FASGE

Zahoor A. Makhdoom, MD, MRCP, FASGE

Petar Mamula, MD, FASGE

Ranjan C.V. Mascarenhas, MBBS, MD

Ranjit Mathew, MD, PhD

Thomas McCourt 

Robin Mendelsohn, MD

Howard S. Mitz, DO

Miki Miura, MD 

Hitoshi Mizuno 

Alan Moss, MBBS, MD, FASGE

Matthew T. Moyer, MD

Shuntaro Mukai, MD 

Uma K. Murthy, MD

Daiki Nemoto, MD

Caterina M. Oneto, MD

Walter G. Park, MD

Pravinchandra H. Patel, MD

Manuel Perez-Miranda, MD

Christina M. Pieper-Bigelow, MD

Mark B. Pochapin, MD, FASGE

Nakechand Pooran, MD

Harith Rajagopalan 

Amit Rastogi, MD, FASGE

Lakshmipathi R. Reddi, MD

Alessandro Repici, MD

Jean-Francois Rey, MD, FASGE

Joyce L. Richards, DO

Thomas Roesch, MD

Dale J. Rosenberg, MD

Ian L. Sachs, MD

Paulo Sakai, MD, FASGE

Diahann L. Seaman, MD

Dean J. Secrest 

Carol E. Semrad, MD

Prateek Sharma, MD, FASGE

Daniel Strand, MD

Sho Suzuki, MD 

Hillary S. Tompkins, MD

Ryosuke Tonozuka, MD 

Salvatore F. Vadala Di Prampero, MD, PhD

David I. Weinberg, MD 

Darin Wilson 

Kenneth M. Yamashiro, MD

Tomonori Yano, MD

Mitsunori Yasuda, MD, PhD

Ihor A. Zakaluzny, MD

$101- $249 
Calixto Abrao-Neto, MD

Ahmad H. Abu-Rashed, MD, FASGE

Edward C. Adler, MD

Zahid Afzal, MD

Mutasim O. Ali, MD

Andrew M. Alloy, DO

Louis V. Antignano, MD

Tetsuo Arakawa, MD

ASGE Foundation Contributors
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Russ R. Arjal, MD

Julian E. Armstrong, MD

Ramzi T. Assad, MD

Sofuni Atsushi, MD

Kofi Atta-Mensah, MD

Genci P. Babameto, MD

Peter J. Baiocco, MD

Michael J. Baker, MD

John T. Barbagiovanni, DO

Alfonso J. Barbati, DO

Edmund M. Barbour, MD

Christopher N. Barrilleaux, MD

David R. Bass, MD

Manoop S. Bhutani, MD, FASGE

Syed Saeed Bokhari, MD

Ernst Bontemps, MD

James L. Borland Jr., MD, FASGE, MACP

Cristiana Bortuzzo, MD

Melvin D. Bullock, MD

Klaus L. Buxbaum, MD

Edgar Caceres, MD

Alex Celluzzi, DO

Neetu Chahil, MD

Vinay Chandrasekhara, MD

Gene L. Chang, MD

Tossapon Charoenwut, MD

Stephen L. Chen, MD

Charles Cheng, MD

Joo-Young Cho, MD

Chirayu Chokshi, MD

Kwok-Leung Chung, MD

David N. Collins, MD, FASGE

Peter B. Cotton, MD, FASGE

Cynthia L. Cotton, MD

Alan J. Cox, MD

Robert E. Dale, MD

Anthony M. Daniels, MD

Manuchehr M. Darani, MD

Robert E. Davis, MD

Thomas N. Dewar, MD

Eugene P. DiMagno, MD

Francis J. DuFrayne, MD

Ivana Dzeletovic, MD

D. Gregory Ertel, MD

Vincent S. Fierro, DO

Mark R. Fortson, MD

William C. Fortson, MD

Shinichiro Fujikura, MD

Rikiya Fujita, MD

Sam R. Fulp, MD

Gregory R. Gambla, DO

Austin Garza, MD

Arthur J. Geller, MD

Daniel Gelrud, MD

Berhanu M. Geme, MD

Robert A. Gill, MD

J. Scott Gillin, MD

Lawrence N. Goldman, MD

Grace P. Goracci, MD

Krishnarao V. Gorrepati, MD

John Gosserand, MD

Thomas Gottstein, MD

Thomas L. Gross, MD

Eder Guerra, MD

Rainoldi Guido, MD

Robert B. Guinan, MD

Pradeep K. Gupta, MD

Marcus Tulio Bassul Haddad Filho, MD

Gerard D. Haggstrom, MD

Bryan Hanysak, MD

Ken Haruma, MD

Takenao Hasegawa, MD

Joseph M. Henderson, MD

Robert M. Holbrook, MD

James K. Howden, MD

Shakir A. Hyder, MD

Keiko Ishikawa, MD

Sanjay B. Jagannath, MD, FASGE

D. Michael Jones, MD

Robert C. Kaiser, MD

Akio Katanuma, MD

Bryan C. Kavanaugh, MD

Steve A. Keilin, MD, FASGE

Varujan A. Keledjian, MD

Mouen A. Khashab, MD

Stephen Kim, MD

Steven D. Klein, MD

Masanobu Kodama, MD

Sumit Kohli, MD

Kensuke Kubota, MD

Charles L. Kuckel, MD, PhD

Marc L. Kudisch, MD

Byung S. Lee, MD

H. David Lipsitz, MD

Leonard Little Jr., MD

Gregory Locklear, MD

Wayne B. Lucas, MD

William E. Lyles, MD, FASGE

Gustavo A. Machicado, MD

Zenowij Majuk, MD

Siva T. Maran, MD, FASGE

Franklin Marsh Jr., MD

Marshall E. McCabe III, MD

Thomas S. McHorse, MD

Lawrence Mills Jr., MD

Gordon A. Millspaugh, MD

Hideki Mitooka, MD

Michael D. Molinari, MD

Ravi K. Moparty, MD

Emilio J. Morena-Madrigal, MD

Maury K. Morrison, MD

Sam E. Moussa, MD, FASGE

Noriyoshi Nagai, MD

Ranga Nathan, MD

Tuan T. Nguyen, MD

Tomasz J. Niewiarowski, MD

Joel S. Nizin, MD

Tommy T. Oei, MD

M. Louay Omran, MD

Arthur H. Ostrov, MD

Agusti A. Panades, MD

Harrison W. Parker, MD, FASGE

Willis G. Parsons, MD

Stephen F. Pearce, MD

Omar Perez-Jimenez, MD

Jason R. Phillips, MD, FASGE

Clinton D. Polhamus, MD

Roberto Ponce, MD

Catherine D. Popkin, MD

Mark B. Potter, MD

Mohammed A. Qadeer, MD

Francisco C. Ramirez, MD

Charles W. Randall, MD

Gabriel Rendon, MD

William A. Rowe, MD

Sandrine Sabbah, MD

Gaston I.S. Saliou – Diallo, MD

Jeffrey S. Sams, MD, FASGE

Bishnu Sapkota, MD

Yolanda V. Scarlett, MD

Daniel L. Schoenborn, DO

Werner Schwizer, MD

Frederick S. Sherman, MD

Hadi Siddiqui, DO

Jonathan Simon, MD

Ved P. Singla, MD

T. Robin Sloane, MD

Ned Snyder, MD

Darius Sorbi, MD

David N. Speranza, MD

Sergio Spinosa, MD

Richard M. Strong, MD

Marc A. Subik, MD

Yasunaga Suzuki, MD

Abdalla A. Tahiri, MD

Mones Takriti, MD

Satoshi Tanno, MD

Ziga Tretjak, MD

Leslie E. Tucker, MD

Atul Vahil, MD

Jan Van Hattum, MD, PhD

Erik C. Van Os, MD

Keith A. Wied, DO

Louis J. Wilson, MD

Barry D. Winston, MD

Charles F. Wolter Jr., MD

Gregory Woolfolk, MD, FASGE

Hitoshi Yoshimura, MD

Adel I. Youssef, MD

Richard E. Zander, MD

The ASGE Foundation also thanks donors 
who supported the Foundation in 2015 with 
donations of $100 or less. Every donation makes 
a difference. 

ASGE Foundation Contributors
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Endoscopic Research Awards 
Endoscopic Research Awards are funded entirely by the ASGE 
Foundation and its generous donors. These awards are offered to 
physicians for projects in basic, translational and clinical endoscopic 
research. Research and innovation are cornerstones to medical 
advancements and improved patient care. ASGE Foundation-funded 
research leads to the development of new techniques, devices and 
applications that make endoscopy safer, more comfortable and more 
effective for the diagnosis and treatment of digestive disease.

ASGE moves research into practice 

Pancreatic Organoids from EUS-Guided Core 
Biopsy: Assembling a Living Piobank of Resectable 
and Non-resectable Pancreatic Cancers

Jonathan M. Buscaglia, MD, FASGE
Stony Brook University Medical Center
Stony Brook, New York

I am excited and honored to be supported by the ASGE on this 
endoscopy-focused pancreatic cancer research study. Directing 
patient therapy with the development of pancreatic organoids, 
from patients’ own tumors via EUS-guided core biopsy, ultimately 
places the endoscopist at the forefront of therapeutics. It changes 
our role—taking us from passive diagnostician, to an active player 
on the team of therapeutic cancer providers.

Rapid Assessment of Trainee Endoscopy Skills 
(RATES) Study: A Prospective Multicenter Study 
Evaluating Competence in EUS and ERCP Among 
Advanced Endoscopy Trainees

Sachin B. Wani, MD
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus
Aurora, Colorado

I am extremely honored to receive the 2015 ASGE Endoscopic 
Research Award. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to 
the ASGE and the ASGE Foundation for their support and interest 
in our work evaluating competence in EUS and ERCP among 
advanced endoscopy trainees.
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NYSGE Florence  
Lefcourt Award
This award supports collaborative research and public 
outreach projects in the greater New York area, and is 
funded by the New York Society for Gastrointestinal 
Endoscopy (NYSGE) Endowment Fund. The award is 
named to honor the late Florence Lefcourt who served 
the NYSGE for nearly four decades and remained a tireless 
and devoted leader in the GI endoscopy community.

Safety of Fecal Microbiota Transplant for Recurrent or 
Refractory Clostridium Difficile Infection in Patients 
with Solid Tumors

Robin Mendelsohn, MD
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
New York, New York

I am honored and appreciative to be this year’s recipient of the Florence 
Lefcourt Award. I knew Florence personally, and she was an inspirational 
woman who worked unremittingly for the NYSGE to promote 
education. This award will allow us to proceed with this important 
research project, assessing the safety of fecal microbiota transplant for 
recurrent or refractory clostridium difficile infection in patients with 
solid tumors, in order to be able to provide this efficacious treatment to 
immunocompromised patients who suffer from this infection.

ASGE moves research into practice 
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ASGE Diversity Awards
The Diversity Award, supported by the ASGE Foundation, is granted 
to physicians who submitted outstanding abstracts for DDW®, 
promoting gender- and ethnicity-related healthcare research.

Ethnicity Research Award
Progress Report and Temporal Analysis 
on Health Disparity in Colorectal Cancer 
Care in the United States 

Ananya Das, MD, FASGE
Arizona Digestive Health
Gilbert, Arizona

I am very happy to receive this award on behalf of  
our group working in the area of health disparity in 
colon cancer care. I am proud of ASGE with its focus 
on diversity.

Gender Research Award
Incidence of Colonic Neoplasia in 
Patients with Breast Cancer: Updated 
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis 

Jennifer H. Lai, MD
California Pacific Medical Center
San Francisco, California

I am honored to receive the ASGE Diversity Award, as 
I have always been passionate about women’s health. 
I hope our research is able to capture differences in 
disease prevalence in specific female cohorts, so that 
we can better tailor screening and practice guidelines 
for women.

ASGE moves research into practice 
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IT&T Capital Campaign
ASGE would like to thank the following members, staff, friends and corporate 
partners for investing in the IT&T Capital Campaign.

Cornerstone Circle Partners – $1,000,000 or more

Pillar Circle Partners — $250,000-$499,999

Granite Circle Partners — $100,000-$249,999

Brick Circle Partners — $50,000-$99,999

Friends Circle Partners — Up to $49,999

 

In memory of Peter D. Stevens, MD
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Cornerstone Circle — $50,000  
or more
Deborah & Tom Deas Jr., MD, FASGE
Christopher J. Gostout, MD, FASGE
Mick S. Meiselman, MD, FASGE
Maryella & John Petrini, MD, FASGE

Foundation Circle — $25,000-$49,999 
Shirish A. Amin, MD
Alison & John Baillie, MBChB, FASGE
Douglas O. Faigel, MD, FASGE
Ashley L. Faulx, MD, FASGE
Mo & M. Brian Fennerty, MD, FASGE
Jane & Greg Ginsberg, MD, FASGE
Angela & John Martin, MD, FASGE
Mary E. Melton, MD &  
Michael L. Kochman, MD, FASGE
Pravinchandra H. Patel, MD
Ellen J. Scherl-Harbus, MD, FASGE
Clint & Colleen Schmitt, MD, MHS, FASGE
Mary & John J. Vargo II, MD, MPH, FASGE
Herb Wolfsen, MD, FASGE & Christine Ng, MD

Pillar Circle — $15,000-24,999
Tonya L. Adams, MD
Jennifer S. Chennat, MD
Marcia R. Cruz-Correa, MD, PhD, FASGE
Annemarie & Steven Edmundowicz, MD, FASGE
Robert A. Ganz, MD, FASGE
Chris & Rob Hawes, MD, FASGE
Richard A. Kozarek, MD, FASGE
Michael J. Levy, MD
Klaus Mergener, MD, PhD, MBA, FASGE &  
Sabine Endrigkeit, MD
Thomas J. Savides, MD, FASGE &  
Wendy Buchi, MD
Carey B. Strom, MD, FASGE

Granite Circle — $10,000-$14,999
Anonymous
Firas H. Al-Kawas, MD, FASGE
Edward S. Bentley, MD
Lawrence B. Cohen, MD, FASGE
Charles E. Dye, MD
Glenn M. Eisen, MD, MPH, FASGE
Nancy & James T. Frakes, MD, FASGE
Norio Fukami, MD, FASGE
Ferga C. Gleeson, MD, FASGE
Jackson Siegelbaum Gastroenterology
Laith H. Jamil, MD, FASGE
Sreenivasa S. Jonnalagadda, MD, FASGE
James F. King, MD, FASGE
Jason B. Klapman, MD, FASGE
Rabi Kundu, MD
Julia J. Liu, MD, FASGE
Rosemary & Kenneth McQuaid, MD, FASGE
Elizabeth Rajan, MD, FASGE
Leslie & Doug Rex, MD, FASGE

Bennett E. Roth, MD, FASGE
Vanessa M. Shami, MD, FASGE
Prateek Sharma, MD, FASGE
Beverly & Jerry Siegel, MD, FASGE
Subbaramiah Sridhar, MD, FASGE
Stavros N. Stavropoulos, MD, FASGE
Luann L. & Francis J. Tedesco, MD, FASGE
Scott M. Tenner, MD, MPH, FASGE
Lisa B. & William M. Tierney, MD, FASGE 
In memory of Richard & Nancy Tierney
Mythili & S. Venkataraman, MD
Michael B. Wallace, MD, MPH, FASGE
Kenneth K. Wang, MD, FASGE
Louis-Michel Wong Kee Song, MD, FASGE
The Zollars Family  
In honor of Danny Zollars

Brick Circle — $5,000-$9,999
Nuzhat Aziz Ahmad, MD
Michelle A. Anderson, MD, MSc, FASGE
Beatrice & Todd H. Baron Sr., MD, FASGE
Tamir Ben-Menachem, MD, MSc
Brett B. Bernstein, MD, FASGE
Patricia & Raymond Blake
Laura & Jay Bosco, MD, FASGE
Sarah & David Carr-Locke, MD, FASGE
Edward L. Cattau Jr., MD, FASGE
Vinay Chandrasekhara, MD
Jonathan Cohen, MD, FASGE
Barbara Connell, CAE, CMP
Walter J. Coyle, MD, FASGE
Ananya Das, MD, FASGE
Marta L. Davila, MD, FASGE
Christopher J. DiMaio, MD, FASGE
Ann & Jack DiPalma, MD, FASGE
Jason A. Dominitz, MD, MHS, FASGE &  
Josephine C.C. Young, MD, MPH
John A. Dumot, DO, FASGE
Grace H. Elta, MD, FASGE
Gary W. Falk, MD, MS, FASGE
David E. Fleischer, MD, FASGE
Harish K. Gagneja, MD, FASGE
Lauren B. Gerson, MD, MSc, FASGE
Patrick D. Gerstenberger, MD, FASGE
Mark Gilreath
Ian M. Gralnek, MD, MSHS, FASGE
David A. Greenwald, MD, FASGE
Frank G. Gress, MD, FASGE
Neil Gupta, MD, MPH
Fares S. Hakim, MD, FASGE
Samuel & Sharon Haroz
Diane & Reed B. Hogan II, MD
Gerard A. Isenberg, MD, MBA, FASGE
Brian C. Jacobson, MD, MPH, FASGE &  
Beverly Moy, MD, MPH
David L. Jaffe, MD, FASGE
Terry L. Jue, MD

Ioannis Katsogridakis, MD-Greece
Peter B. Kelsey, MD, FASGE &  
Brenna W. Casey, MD, FASGE
Rajesh N. Keswani, MD
Dr. & Mrs. Omar Khokhar
Louis Y. Korman, MD, FASGE &  
Iris Stein Korman
Glenn D. Littenberg, MD, FASGE
Marianne & Hugh Mai, MD, FASGE
Arnold J. Markowitz, MD, FASGE
Abraham Mathew, MD, MHES
Shaibal Mazumdar, MD
Drs. C. Micames-Mayaguez – Puerto Rico
Jennifer L. Michalek, MS, CAE
Klaus E. Monkemuller, MD, PhD, FASGE
V. Raman Muthusamy, MD, FASGE
Bret T. Petersen, MD, FASGE
Patrick R. Pfau, MD
Sasha & Anaka Prakash, MD, FASGE
Patrick G. Quinn, MD, FASGE
Betsy Rodriguez, MD, FASGE
Jason N. Rogart, MD, FASGE
Joseph Romagnuolo, MD, MScEpid, FASGE
Andrew S. Ross, MD, FASGE
John R. Saltzman, MD, FASGE
Betsy & Bryan Sauer, MD, MSc, & Family
Philip S. Schoenfeld, MD
Dean Secrest
Uzma D. Siddiqui, MD, FASGE
Harry Snady, MD, PhD
Samira & Kamal Syed, MD
Shou Jiang Tang, MD, FASGE
Joseph Vicari, MD, MBA, FASGE &  
Susan Vicari, PharmD
Mihir S. Wagh, MD, FASGE
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Y. Wang, FASGE
Karen L. Woods, MD, FASGE
Patrick & Phaedra Yachimski

Friend Circle — Up to $4,999
Anonymous
Syed M. Abbas Fehmi, MD, MSc
Douglas G. Adler, MD, FASGE
Michelle Norwood Akers
Mounzer Alsamman, MD
Connie Arkus
Harry R. Aslanian, MD, FASGE
Scott Ball
Susan H. Barton, MD
Manoop S. Bhutani, MD, FASGE
Jeff Borchardt
Brian P. Bosworth, MD, FASGE
Deborah E. Bowman, MFA, ELS
William R. Brugge, MD, FASGE
James L. Buxbaum, MD, FASGE
Qiang Cai, MD, PhD, FASGE

William D. Carey, MD
Maurice A. Cerulli, MD, FASGE
Prabhleen Chahal, MD, FASGE
Roger Justin Charles, MD, FASGE
Gregory S. Cooper, MD
Nicholas V. Costrini, MD, PhD, MBA
Gregory A. Cote, MD, MS
Kathryn A. Dattomo
Barry DeGregorio, MD
David J. Desilets, MD, PhD, FASGE
Rebecca S. DeVivo, MPH, MSW
James A. DiSario, MD, FASGE
Kulwinder S. Dua, MD, FASGE
Dayna S. Early, MD, FASGE
Brintha K. Enestvedt, MD, MBA
Matthew M. Eves, MD, FASGE
Douglas S. Fishman, MD, FASGE
Roger Franck, MHA
Barbara B. Frank, MD, FASGE
Scott D. Fraser
Lawrence S. Friedman, MD, FASGE
Lisa M. Gangarosa, MD
Joseph E. Geenen, MD, FASGE
Andrew B. Gentry, MD
Deepak V. Gopal, MD, FASGE
Stuart R. Gordon, MD, FASGE
Therese E. Gray
Seth A. Gross, MD, FASGE
Stephen J. Heller, MD
Lyndon V. Hernandez, MD, MPH, FASGE
Theresa S. Herrejon
Terri Herzog, RN 
In memory of Ken Herzog
Gordon C. Hunt, MD, FASGE
Illinois Select Risk
Takao Itoi, MD, FASGE
James H. Janssen II & Mark A. Crayton
Joel R. Judah, MD
Esther & Franklin Kasmin, MD, FASGE
Emmet B. Keeffe, MD, FASGE
Sri Komanduri, MD, FASGE
Vani Konda, MD, FASGE
Martie Lamano
Christopher Lawrence, MD, FASGE
Yeong Yeh Lee, MD, PhD
Jonathan A. Leighton, MD, FASGE
David R. Lichtenstein, MD, FASGE
John G. Lieb II, MD, FASGE
Charles J. Lightdale, MD, FASGE
Jenifer R. Lightdale, MD, MPH, FASGE
Simon K. Lo, MD
Yone-Han Mah, MD, FASGE
Pramod Malik, MD, FASGE
John T. Maple, DO, FASGE
Jennifer L. Maranki, MD

Michael R. Marohn, DO, FASGE
Vanita & James Moore
William J. Morton, MD
Raj I. Narayani, MD, FASGE
Keith L. Obstein, MD, MPH, FASGE
Young S. Oh, MD, FASGE
Elizabeth O’Keefe
Patrick I. Okolo III, MD, MPH, FASGE
Mohamed Othman, MD
Rahul Pannala, MD, MPH, FASGE
Walter G. Park, MD
Irving M. Pike, MD, FASGE
Douglas K. Pleskow, MD, FASGE
Thomas (TJ) Pulliam, MD, MMM
Mohammed A. Qadeer, MD
Waqar A. Qureshi, MD, FASGE
D. Nageshwar Reddy, MD, FASGE
David H. Robbins, MD, FASGE
David N. Roberts, MD, FASGE
Robin A.E. Ross
Richard I. Rothstein, MD
Mankanwal Singh Sachdev, MD
Andrew K. Sanderson II, MD, FASGE
Drew B. Schembre, MD, FASGE
Felice Schnoll-Sussman, MD
Bernard M. Schuman, MD, FASGE
David A. Schwartz, MD
Stuart Sherman, MD, FASGE
Adam Slivka, MD, PhD, FASGE
Roy M. Soetikno, MD, MS, FASGE
Selvi Thirumurthi, MD, FASGE
Jeffrey L. Tokar, MD, FASGE
Linda, Andrew and Olivia Tyler
Jerome D. Waye, MD, FASGE
Field F. Willingham, MD, MPH
Richard C. K. Wong, MD, FASGE
Kevin E. Woods, MD, MPH
Cynthia M. Yoshida, MD

Cornerstone Circle —  
$50,000 Group Gift  
In memory of Yang K. Chen, MD, 
FASGE
Brian C. Brauer, MD, FASGE
Krishnavel V. Chathadi, MD
Mohammad E. Hoque, MD
Vaman S. Jakribettuu, MD
Abdul H. Khan, MD
Rajasekhara R. Mummadi, MD, MS
Cyrus R. Piraka, MD, FASGE
Daniel A. Ringold, MD
Amrita Sethi, MD, FASGE
Raj J. Shah, MD, FASGE
Roy D. Yen, MD

As of March 1, 2016

ASGE Members, Staff and Friends



ASGE Institute for Training and 
Technology (IT&T)
Educational programming through the ASGE Institute for Training and 
Technology (IT&T) is made possible, in part, through the ASGE Foundation 
Education Fund.

2015 was a great year for ASGE education. Approaching the third anniversary 
of the opening of the IT&T, ASGE has delivered on its promise by providing 
cutting-edge training through specialized instruction and hands-on 
opportunities. ASGE conducted more than 34 educational courses throughout 
the year, with 23 of them taking place at the IT&T. 

The educational courses that take place at the IT&T, and beyond its walls, 
deliver cutting-edge training through specialized instruction and hands-on 
opportunities to practitioners of gastrointestinal endoscopy and fellows in 
training. ASGE education is hands-on, interactive and directly applicable 
to practice. ASGE’s IT&T uses some of the best teaching methods available 
to endoscopists, including animate hands-on labs, live transmission of real 
cases from leading medical centers, use of high-tech equipment including 
fluoroscopy, and an Audience Response System for real-time assessments. 

Course Feedback

“The 2015 ASGE Annual Postgraduate Course was timely and covered appropriate 
topics that were efficiently presented.”

(APG at DDW 2015)

“The best part of the course was the expert’s comprehensive knowledge of the topics, 
appropriate response to the questions, clear vision of the future and trends to allow 
people to define their future interest and endeavours.”

(Masterclass: Advanced Colonoscopy Techniques)

“Everything was great. Probably the best was hands-on resection and closure 
techniques I’ve attended.”

(Endofest® 2015)

“Hands-on session through lecture were excellent. Best ASGE course I have attended.”

(ASGE-JGES Masters Course in ESD)

“The best part of the course was the faculty and their willingness to teach using the 
resources that the IT&T has, which then can be used by the medical community.” 

(Putting it All Together: Suturing and Tissue Apposition)

“By attending this course, I’m more comfortable with large polypectomy, Barrett’s and 
esophageal stricture management.”

(Endofest® 2015)

ASGE is the world leader in hands-on training  
and education in gastrointestinal endoscopy 
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Cook Medical  
Don Wilson Awards
The Don Wilson Award provides advanced fellows 
or junior faculty with the opportunity to train 
outside of their home country with a premier GI 
endoscopist or group to advance training. The 
award was named to honor Dr. Don Wilson, 
who was a strong advocate and supporter 
of international education and training in GI 
endoscopy. The awards are underwritten by a grant 
from Cook Medical.

Aziz Aadam, MD
Rush University Medical Center
Chicago, Illinois

Endoscopic submucosal dissection (ESD) is a significant advancement for resection 
of early gastrointestinal neoplasms and has been well established in Japan. After 
completion of my training in Japan, I plan to return to the U.S. and continue  
training by attending hands-on training courses and performing independent  
animal model work. 

Eventually, I aim to offer ESD in my clinical practice at Rush University Medical  
Center in Chicago, IL while continuing to advance along the ESD learning curve. 
I thank the ASGE for selecting me for this incredible opportunity. I am excited 
to advance my training and join the growing number of western endoscopists 
performing ESD procedures.

Vincent Dusabejambo, MD
Kigali University Teaching Hospital
Kigali, Rwanda

It was an unbelievable moment when I received the email that I was selected as 
“2015 ASGE Cook Medical Don Wilson Award recipient”!!! Yes, I understood that 
my dream became a reality. This prestigious award strengthened our commitment 
(colleagues and I) to step forward to start Gastroenterology as a subspecialty in the 
University of Rwanda/School of Medicine and Health Sciences and create the Rwanda 
Society for Endoscopy. To me, this is the way to keep the legacy of Don Wilson alive.

Salvatore Francesco Vadala di Prampero, MD, PhD
University Hospital of Udine
Udine, Italy

I feel so honoured to have been selected for this prestigious international award that 
will give me the opportunity to improve my skills and my career always trying the best 
for our main purpose that is the health and wellness of our patients. I’d like to thank 
so much again our Society for giving me this important grant.

ASGE is the world leader in hands-on training  
and education in gastrointestinal endoscopy 
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Cook Medical Marsha 
Dreyer Awards 
Marsha Dreyer was passionately committed to the 
support of continuing education opportunities 
for GI professionals around the globe. In a fitting 
tribute to her, Cook Medical established the 
Marsha Dreyer Award to provide scholarships for 
international physicians to attend DDW.  

Salvatore Oliva, MD
Sapienza – University of Rome
Rome, Italy

This is a very unexpected award for a young Italian investigator like me. I’m very 
honored to receive this mark of achievement from the most important endoscopic 
society in the world. This award is like a “light of hope,” allowing me and perhaps 
all of us to believe that we can build our future in a better manner, even when 
difficulties seem to be insurmountable.

Yuichi Mori, MD, PhD
Showa University Yokohama Northern Hospital
Yokohama, Japan

It is my great pleasure to receive the 2015 ASGE Cook Medical Marsha Dreyer Award. 
My goal is to realize the automatic diagnosis system for gastrointestinal endoscopy. 
This fantastic award gives me high motivation for future work. Thank you!

Nikhil Vergis, BMBCH
St Mary’s Hospital, Imperial College
London, United Kingdom                                                             

I am delighted to receive the Marsha Dreyer award. It encourages me to continue 
thinking, testing and proving that we can find new ways of making colonoscopy 
more comfortable for both patients and endoscopists alike.

ASGE is the world leader in hands-on training  
and education in gastrointestinal endoscopy 
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Ambassador Program
Ambassador Program-Solomon Islands 
The final ASGE Ambassador Program to support the Solomon Islands Endoscopy 
Training Program was held in February 2015. Despite limited prior experience 
with endoscopy, the partnership in the Solomon Islands is yielding valuable 
information that can be used by the Ministry of Health to shape prevention 
and treatment policy. Findings of high rates of cancer as well as varices and 
ulcer disease have been recognized. Approaches toward mitigating these 
disease problems are beginning to be addressed. Local ownership and a close 
partnership with in-country training have contributed to the initial success of 
this program.

ASGE Ambassador: Solomon Islands

Nicholas J. Nickl, MD, FASGE
University Hospital Chandler Medical Center
Lexington, KY

Taken as a whole, it’s clear that the goals of the 
Ambassador program have been achieved. The 
people of the Solomon Islands now have access 
to quality endoscopy services, and the continued 
expansion and development of this program is 
inevitable. There’s no turning back from here. 

Ambassador Program-Myanmar
The ASGE Ambassador Program was held in August 2015 in Yangon and Mandalay, 
Myanmar. The program was held at Mandalay General Hospital (MGH) in Mandalay 
and Thingangyun Sanpya General Hospital (TSGH) in Yangon and focused on ERCP 
(basic and advanced), EUS, EMR & ESD and provided training to 50 physicians from 
Myanmar. During the course of the program, approximately 50 patients were treated.

ASGE Ambassadors: Myanmar

Than Than Aye, MBBS
Thingangyun Sanpya Hospital
Yangon, Myanmar

We are very grateful to the ASGE for the opportunity to 
participate in this valuable Ambassador Program. The 
program outperformed its mission and goals thanks to 
the hard work of the dedicated team of faculty, staff and 
partners willing to work hard to meet the intended training 
goals. We thank everybody who participated in the planning 
and coordination of this great event.

Alan Barkun, MD, CM, MSc, FASGE
McGill University, Montreal General Hospital
Montreal, Canada

Having been an ASGE ambassador will always stand out 
in my life as one of my most memorable professional and 
personal experiences. I cannot thank the ASGE enough for 
having allowed me to feel useful and make even a small 
difference. My visit to Myanmar has made me realize I must 
prioritize this type of volunteer contribution as I move on 
in my career. I can only hope and am sure that the ASGE 
will continue to initiate such important work, thus allowing 
fellow gastroenterologists the privilege of interacting with colleagues from emerging 
countries and improving gastrointestinal endoscopy on a true global scale.

The ASGE Ambassador Program is supported, in part, by an educational grant  
and in-kind products from PENTAX Medical. Additional in-kind support provided  
by Cook Medical.

ASGE is the world leader in hands-on training  
and education in gastrointestinal endoscopy 
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ASGE Ambassadors: Myanmar

Nwe Ni, MD
Mandalay General Hospital, Gastroenterology 
Department
Mandalay, Myanmar

We learned so many things like mediastinal EUS 
which is very valuable for a country like Myanmar, 
amazing ERCP techniques and proper performance 
of ERCP, therapeutic and diagnostic pancreato-
biliary EUS and interventional EUS, within a short 
period of time. With this successful program, we’ve 
established long term relationships with the faculty 
involved from around the world and are confident we 
will strengthen our quality of practice and enhance 
the overall quality of patient care in the field of 
gastroenterology in Myanmar.

Amol Bapaye, MD, FASGE
Deenanath Mangeshkar Hospital & Research Center
Pune, India

As part of the ASGE Ambassador Program to 
Myanmar in August 2015, I must say that this was 
a once in a lifetime opportunity to be part of this 
delegation. To work with devoted people who have 
the passion and perseverance despite their limitations 
and difficulties was a privilege; and I must say that I 
possibly learned more from them than they from us. 
The memory of this event will remain as an inspiration 
for me to continue our training initiatives and 
propagate GI endoscopy in various underprivileged 
regions across the world.

Annette Fritscher-Ravens, MD, PhD, FASGE
University Hospital
Kiel, Germany

To go to a Country that is so essentially different from 
our western Society and get the opportunity to get 
insights into their medical system, be welcomed by and 
allowed to train an extraordinarily interested, enthusiastic 
and energetic team of endoscopists for diseases that are, 
in parts, uncommon to us was a huge enrichment to my 
experience. The friendliness of the team in Myanmar, the 
bonding that took place within our teaching group from 
all over the world combined with the impressive culture 
and architectural and natural heritage of the county made 
this experience one of the highlights of a long work-life. I 
am honored to have been part of it!

Amrita Sethi, MD, FASGE
Columbia University Medical Center
New York, New York

The Ambassador Program to Myanmar was an 
unforgettable experience and one that I will always 
treasure. It was both humbling and empowering to work 
with the remarkable endoscopists with whom we spent 
time. The professional and personal relationships I have 
made will be long-lasting. I am grateful to the ASGE 
for giving me this unique opportunity that allows for a 
sharing of ideas, expertise, and visions for an improved 
field of endoscopy around the world.

ASGE is the world leader in hands-on training  
and education in gastrointestinal endoscopy 
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Lectureships
J. Edward Berk, MD, DSc, FASGE Endowed Lecture
IBD Surveillance Quality, Not Quantity

Tonya R. Kaltenbach, MD, FASGE
VA Palo Alto
Palo Alto, California

It was an honor to be chosen to deliver the 2015 
J. Edward Berk Endowed Lecture. Dr. Berk was a 
gifted physician and teacher who made monumental 
contributions to medicine. He was also an insightful 
leader in the field of gastroenterology during a critically 
formative period. I hope to be able to closely follow  
his footsteps. 

The lectureship, in memory of Dr. Berk, was established 
by the ASGE Foundation through the generous support of the Berk family.

Jack A. Vennes, MD, and Stephen E. Silvis, MD 
Endowed Lecture
The Value Proposition Comes Home

Bret T. Petersen, MD, FASGE
Mayo Clinic
Rochester, Minnesota

Jack Vennes and Stephen Silvis were two of the 
godfathers of ERCP in the United States; and they were 
from Minnesota, to boot! The opportunity to present 
their named lecture was an honor. Similarly, the last 20 
years of participation in ASGE courses, committees and 
task forces has been a wonderful privilege, through 
which, I’m sure I’ve gained the greater reward – of 
friendships and affiliation with many colleagues across 
the country.

The lectureship, in memory of Drs. Vennes and Silvis, was established by ASGE and the 
ASGE Foundation through the generous support of Cook Medical and supported with 
contributions from the Olympus Corporation of the Americas, colleagues, friends and 
trainees of Drs. Vennes and Silvis.

Basil I. Hirschowitz, MD, Endowed Lecture
The Economics of the Modern Endoscopic Practice

Colleen M. Schmitt, MD, MHS, FASGE
Galen Medical Group
Chattanooga, Tennessee

The invention of the prototype flexible fiberoptic 
endoscope by Dr. Hirschowitz over 50 years ago was a 
technological innovation that revolutionized the practice of 
gastroenterology. From our IT&T innovation ecosystem and 
our translation to innovation in best practices and patient 
awareness, ASGE is the leading organization that turns these 
innovation ideas into practical solutions that enhance our 
endoscopic practice. It was my honor to deliver this lecture.

The lectureship, in memory of Dr. Hirschowitz, was established by the ASGE  
Foundation through the generous support of ASGE, friends, trainees and colleagues  
of Dr. Hirschowitz.

Scott Zarrow Memorial Lectureship 
Surveillance Colonoscopy in IBD: Who, When and How?

Francis A. Farraye, MD, FASGE
Boston Medical Center
Boston, Massachusetts

I was honored to be the 2015 Scott Zarrow Memorial Lecturer 
at the ASGE Postgraduate Course during Digestive Disease 
Week. The identification of colorectal neoplasia in patients  
with inflammatory bowel disease can be difficult in the 
setting of mucosal inflammation and scarring associated with 
the disease. If we are to incorporate new paradigms and 
endoscopic techniques into our daily practice, it is crucial that 
there be wide dissemination of best practices to gastrointestinal 
endoscopists. The continuing support of the Maxine and Jack Zarrow Family Foundation 
to educate both trainees and gastroenterologists on advances in endoscopic techniques 
will bring us closer to the goal of an earlier diagnosis and more informed management of 
colorectal neoplasia for our patients with inflammatory bowel disease.

The Scott Zarrow Memorial Lecture Series is supported by a generous grant from the 
Maxine and Jack Zarrow Family Foundation. Lectures in this series are available for free 
streaming through the ASGE Online Learning Center. 

ASGE is the world leader in hands-on training  
and education in gastrointestinal endoscopy 
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“Staying Healthy for Family”
A public service ad (PSA) produced by ASGE and featuring model, 
businesswoman and Honorary ASGE Foundation Trustee Kathy Ireland, 
was once again broadcast in February and March of 2015 for National 
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month (NCRCAM). The PSA promotes the 
importance of colorectal cancer 
screening, and aired on many 
popular television networks 
garnering millions of audience 
impressions. ASGE also 
promoted the PSA via media 
and social media outreach, and 
Kathy Ireland amplified this 
outreach on her own social 
media accounts. 

ASGE serves patients with accurate and credible  
information about gastrointestinal endoscopy

National Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month (NCRCAM)
ASGE made available free downloadable banners, posters, ads and print 
PSAs for physician offices and healthcare facilities to promote NCRCAM. In 
addition, ASGE continued to promote its health fair kits to help sites plan 
events. These resources are available on asge.org and screen4coloncancer.org.

ASGE continues to update its screen4coloncancer.org website with new 
information for patients such as press releases, statistics, screening reminder 
eCards, posters, ads and videos to raise public awareness about colorectal 
cancer as well as updated content on asge.org, such as media backgrounders 
and CRC-related press releases.

Kathy Ireland
Honorary ASGE Foundation Trustee
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“Feeling Lucky?” 
Sarah Flores, MD, MPH
UC Irvine Medical Center 
Irvine, California

My intent for the ASGE 
community outreach 
infographic was to create 
something provocative that 
might put into perspective 
the risk of colon cancer amongst everyday Americans and the benefit 
of colonoscopy. I am honored to have been chosen for this award and 
hope that my infographic will challenge the community to consider 
preventative measures that promote health and well-being.

“Wish List for 50”
Sameer Siddique, MD, MRCP
University of Missouri
Columbia, Missouri

The Community Outreach award is my little effort to contribute to the 
crusade of the larger gastroenterology community in the fight against 
colorectal cancer. Of lesser significance, it will represent an important 
milestone in my career, providing me with the confidence to compete 
with the best and the brightest.

Community Outreach Awards
The Community Outreach Award for Trainees is aimed at recognizing 
Trainees for doing good works in their community related to digestive 
health. The 2015 award was for raising awareness about colon cancer 
screening and prevention through the creation of a creative and 
engaging infographic. The winning infographics are featured on  
ASGE.org, Screen4coloncancer.org, and ASGE social media channels.

ASGE serves patients with accurate and credible  
information about gastrointestinal endoscopy
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Rudolf V. Schindler Award

Robert H. Hawes, MD, FASGE
Florida Hospital Orlando
Orlando, Florida

Master Endoscopist Award

Michael L. Kochman, MD, FASGE
University of Pennsylvania  
Health System
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Distinguished Service Awards

Robert A. Ganz, MD, FASGE
Minnesota Gastroenterology
Saint Paul, Minnesota 

Jacques Van Dam, MD, PhD, FASGE
University of Southern California  
Medical Center
Los Angeles, California

Karen L. Woods, MD, FASGE
Methodist Hospital
Houston, Texas

President’s Award

M. Brian Fennerty, MD, FASGE
Oregon Health & Science University 
Portland, Oregon 

Distinguished Educator Awards

David L. Jaffe, MD, FASGE
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Klaus Mergener, MD, PhD, MBA, FASGE
Digestive Health Specialists
Tacoma, Washington

Distinguished Endoscopic Research  
Mentoring Award

Christopher J. Gostout, MD, FASGE
Mayo Clinic
Rochester, Minnesota

International Service Award

Hironori Yamamoto, MD, FASGE
Jichi Medical University
Tochigi, Japan

Congressional Service Awards

U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown
(D-OH)

Congressman Donald Payne Jr.
(D-NJ-10)

More than 500 friends and colleagues from 
around the world came together for an 
exciting evening that celebrated notable 
achievements and significant contributions to 
the profession and the Society at the historic 
Ronald Reagan Building and International 
Trade Center in Washington, DC during 
Digestive Disease Week®. 

The intimate gala honored the 2015 award 
and grant recipients for their dedication and 
leadership in the field of gastrointestinal 
endoscopy.

Crystal Awards

Rudolf V. Schindler Award
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Statement of Financial Position
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TOTAL ASSETS $  21,268,530 $  19,911,784

TOTAL LIABILITIES        3,135,686        125,325

NET ASSETS:

Unrestricted Fund  10,682,386     10,531,907    

Temporarily Restricted     2,471,997       4,293,191    

Permanently Restricted     4,978,461       4,961,361    

TOTAL NET ASSETS*    $  18,132,844 $ 19,786,459

American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy  
(ASGE) Foundation 

Statement of Financial Position as of  
December 31, 2015 and 2014

 
Unrestricted

Temporary   
Restriction

Permanent  
Restriction

REVENUES

Other Income $         4,780 $                —         $            —

Special Events          67,420 — —

Contributions        788,463        459,024           17,100    

Grants —           662,831     —

Affiliate Transfer <2,085,158> — —

Net Assets Released From Restriction     2,893,108   <2,893,108> — 

TOTAL REVENUES     1,668,613   <1,771,253>          17,100

TOTAL EXPENSES <1,423,030> — —

REVENUES OVER EXPENSES         245,583   <1,771,253>            17,100 

TOTAL INVESTING ACTIVITY        <95,104>         49,941 —

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS        150,479   <1,821,194>           17,100  

Net Assets, Beginning of Year     10,531,907      4,293,191      4,961,361

Net Assets End of Period    10,682,386       2,471,997     4,978,461

ASGE and ASGE Foundation audit report and financial statements are available upon request. 

Statement of Activities  
for the Twelve Months Ending December 31, 2015

ASGE Foundation Net Assets as of December 31, 2015*

*The decrease in the ASGE Foundation’s net assets shown is mainly due to a budgeted transfer of funds from the 
IT&T Capital Campaign to the Society to support operations of the Institute for Training and Technology.
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2015-2016 
ASGE Foundation Board of 
Trustees 

John L. Petrini, MD, FASGE
Foundation Chair
Sansum Clinic
Santa Barbara, California

Klaus Mergener, MD, PhD, MBA, 
FASGE
Foundation Vice Chair
Digestive Health Specialists
Tacoma, Washington

Mick S. Meiselman, MD, FASGE
Foundation Treasurer
Central Coast Gastroenterology Medical 
Group
San Luis Obispo, California

Kenneth R. McQuaid, MD, FASGE
ASGE President–elect
VA Medical Center
San Francisco, California

Steven A. Edmundowicz, MD, FASGE
ASGE Treasurer
University of Colorado Hospital
Aurora, Colorado

Ann Marie Connolly-Garcia
UNO, LLC
Montvale, New Jersey

Grace H. Elta, MD, FASGE
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Ashley L. Faulx, MD, FASGE
University Hospitals Case Medical Center
Cleveland, Ohio

Arnold J. Markowitz, MD, FASGE
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
New York, New York

Thomas A. McCourt
Ironwood Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Marcos C. Pedrosa, MD, MPH, FASGE
Boston University School of Medicine, VA 
Boston Healthcare System
Boston, Massachusetts

Carey B. Strom, MD, FASGE
Tower Digestive Health Medical Group
Beverly Hills, California

Timothy J. Wilmott
Penn National Gaming
Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Robert J. Zollars
Vocera, Inc.
San Jose, California

2015-2016 
ASGE Governing Board

Douglas O. Faigel, MD, FASGE
ASGE President
Mayo Clinic
Scottsdale, Arizona

Kenneth R. McQuaid, MD, FASGE
ASGE President–elect
VA Medical Center
San Francisco, California

Karen L. Woods, MD, FASGE
Vice President
Houston Methodist Hospital
Houston, Texas

John J. Vargo II, MD, MPH, FASGE
Secretary
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, Ohio

Steven A. Edmundowicz, MD, FASGE
Treasurer
University of Colorado Hospital
Aurora, Colorado

Colleen M. Schmitt, MD, MHS, FASGE
Past President
Galen Medical Group
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Kenneth K. Wang, MD, FASGE
Past President
Mayo Clinic
Rochester, Minnesota

Ian M. Grainek, MD, MSHS, FASGE
Technion Institute of Technology & Rambam
Medical Center 
Haifa, Israel

Brian C. Jacobson, MD, MPH, FASGE
Boston University Medical Center
Boston, Massachusetts

John A. Martin, MD, FASGE
Mayo Clinic
Rochester, Minnesota

Douglas K. Rex, MD, FASGE
Indiana University Medical Center
Indianapolis, Indiana

Sarah A. (Betsy) Rodriguez, MD, 
FASGE
Oregon Clinic
Portland, Oregon

Prateek Sharma, MD, FASGE
University of Kansas Medical Center
Kansas City, Kansas

John L. Petrini, MD, FASGE
Foundation Chair – Ex Officio
Sansum Clinic
Santa Barbara, California

Staff

Patricia V. Blake, FASAE, CAE
Chief Executive Officer

Samuel A. Haroz II, CPA
Chief Financial Officer

Kathryn A. Dattomo, CFRE
Director of the ASGE Foundation

Ashley Gill, CFRE
Senior Manager of the ASGE Foundation

ASGE Foundation
3300 Woodcreek Drive
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515
Phone: (630) 573-0600
Toll Free: (866) 353-ASGE (2743)
Fax: (630) 963-8332
foundation@asge.org
www.asge.org
www.screen4coloncancer.org

Our best efforts have been made to determine the accuracy of this 
report. We appreciate the opportunity to correct our records. If 
your name has been omitted or misrepresented, please accept our 
sincere apologies and contact the ASGE Foundation.  

Contributions to the ASGE Foundation are deductible for current 
income tax purposes to the extent provided by law.


