May 11, 2026
VIA EMAIL

The Honorable Phillip DeVillier
Speaker of the House

Louisiana House of Representatives
900 North Third Street

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

The Honorable Kyle M. Green, Jr.
Minority Leader

Louisiana House of Representatives
900 North Third Street

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

RE: Support for SB 275 - Protecting Access to Anesthesia Services

Dear Speaker DeVillier and Minority Leader Green,

As gastroenterologists, we know how much is at stake when patients cannot access timely

care. That is why we are deeply concerned about UnitedHealthcare’s decision to reduce

reimbursement for certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs) in Louisiana by 15

percent.’

Health care reimbursement policy can be complex, but this issue is straightforward. If this

policy continues, many ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs) may no longer be able to cover

the cost of sedation services reimbursed by UnitedHealthcare and could be forced to scale

back or discontinue those programs.

The legislature can address this directly by enacting SB 275, introduced by Sen. Brach

Myers (R-District 23) and approved by the Senate, which would ensure that CRNAs are

reimbursed by insurers for the anesthesia services they are licensed and authorized to

provide. Maintaining access to anesthesia services is critical to ensuring patients can

receive timely screening and treatment.

1 UnitedHealthcare, Reimbursement Policy Update Bulletin, July 2025.
https://www.uhcprovider.com/content/dam/provider/docs/public/policies/comm-

reimbursement/rpub/UHC-COMM-RPUB-July-2025.pdf



Colorectal cancer is the third most common cancer in the United States and the second
leading cause of cancer-related death, overall.? Younger patients are being diagnosed at
higher rates, and colorectal cancer has recently become the leading cause of cancer-

related death among adults under age 50 in the United States. **

Early detection saves lives, but screening colonoscopy, the only test that both detects and
prevents cancer, can only be effective when it can be accessed. This policy limits access
and will leave patients with fewer options, longer waiting times for essential procedures,

and delayed access to life-saving screenings and treatments.

Across Louisiana, ambulatory surgery centers rely heavily on CRNAs to provide safe and
effective anesthesia care and would be directly impacted by this policy. From 2010-2023,
almost 65 percent of anesthesia services in Louisiana were billed as CRNA-provided
anesthesia services, accounting for more than 65 percent of anesthesia payments during
that period.® In terms of anesthesia providers per capita, Louisiana ranks sixth for CRNAs

compared to the other 50 states and the District of Columbia.®

From 2021-2026, analysis of CMS data shows steady growth in CRNAs in Louisiana, with
more substantial growth compared to physician anesthesiologists.® In Louisiana, 26
parishes rely solely on CRNAs for their anesthesia care, underscoring the essential role
they play in maintaining access to care across the state.® Because CRNAs provide a large
share of anesthesia services, there is significant competition for this workforce between

hospitals and private practices.

2 American Cancer Society. (2025). Colorectal Cancer Facts & Figures 2023-2025. American Cancer Society.
https://www.cancer.org/research/cancer-facts-statistics/colorectal-cancer.html

3 Siegel RL, Kratzer TB, Giaquinto AN, Sung H, Jemal A. Cancer statistics, 2025. CA Cancer J Clin. 2025;75(1):10-45.
doi:10.3322/caac.21871

4 Siegel RL, Wagle NS, Jemal A. Leading Cancer Deaths in People Younger Than 50 Years. JAMA. 2026 Feb 17;335(7):632-634. doi:
10.1001/jama.2025.25467. PMID: 41569583; PMCID: PMC12828652.

5 Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. Physician/Supplier Procedure Summary 2024. https://data.cms.gov/summary-statistics-on-
use-and-payments/physiciansupplier-procedure-summary/data/2024

8 Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. Doctors and Clinicians National Downloadable file. https://data.cms.gov/provider-
data/dataset/mj5m-pzi6



Hospitals are often able to offer substantial sigh-on bonuses and other incentives that
independent practices cannot easily match, and the reimbursement cuts further
undermine the ability of those practices to maintain adequate anesthesia coverage.’

If practices struggle to maintain anesthesia services due to these reimbursement cuts,
patients may be forced into higher-cost care settings where scheduling is more difficult,
waiting times are longer, and access is more limited. This shift will also increase costs for
both patients and payers, as procedures performed outside the independent Gl setting are

typically more expensive.?

For rural communities, the impact will be especially severe. CRNAs function as the sole
anesthesia providers in many rural facilities, ensuring continued access to essential
surgical, obstetric, emergency, and pain management services for communities that would
otherwise face significant care gaps. If access is further limited by this policy, delays will
mean cancers are diagnosed later, bleeding goes untreated, and conditions that should be

routine could become emergencies.

UnitedHealthcare has offered no clinical justification for this policy because there is none.
CRNAs have been reimbursed for the same services for more than 40 years and cutting
reimbursement for only one group of anesthesia clinicians is arbitrary and discriminatory.®
Study after study has shown that CRNA-led care is as safe as care delivered by physician

anesthesiologists.

SB 275 would ensure that CRNAs are reimbursed by insurers for the anesthesia services
they are licensed and authorized to provide. It will also show CRNAs that Louisianais a

welcoming place to practice, hopefully encouraging more to move to the state.

7 Health Resources and Services Administration. (2022). Health workforce projections: Nurse anesthetists. U.S. Department of Health
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We encourage you to support the Senate approved SB 275 to protect patient access,
ensure fair reimbursement, and preserve the stability of community-based care across

Louisiana.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

American College of Gastroenterology

American Gastroenterological Association
American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
Digestive Health Center

Digestive Health Physicians Association
Gastroenterology Associates

GastroGroup AMC

Gastrointestinal Specialists

Louisiana Gastroenterology Associates
Metropolitan Gastroenterology Associates

cc: Members, Louisiana House of Representatives

Contact Information:

Brad Conway, American College of Gastroenterology, bconway@gi.org

Kathleen Teixeira, American Gastroenterological Association, kteixeira@gastro.org

Camille Bonta, American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, cbonta@summithealthconsulting.com
Dr. Charles Monier, Digestive Health Center, cmonier@tddctx.com

Dr. Naresh Gunaratnam, Digestive Health Physicians Association, naresh.gunaratham@mngi.com
Dr. Walker McDonald, Gastroenterology Associates, jwmcdon@gmail.com

Dr. Phillips Jenkins, GastroGroup AMC, phillipsjenkins@gmail.com

Dr. Nicolas T. LaBarre, Gastrointestinal Specialists, nlabarre@gis.md

Dr. William Chastant, Louisiana Gastroenterology Associates, wcchastant@gastroclinic.com

Dr. Howard Brenner, Metropolitan Gastroenterology Associates, howard.brenner@metrogi.com
Andrew Sousa, Digestive Health Physicians Association, andrewsousa@dhpassociation.org



